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WHAT DOES A GOOD LIFE LOOK LIKE TO YOU? 
MACKENZIE ZELENSKY
Introduction Social Issue Research
Service Learning 
Experience
History and Purpose of Heaven 
Can Wait Animal Society
Heaven Can Wait Animal Society is an 
organization that helps rescue dogs and 
cats from homelessness, starvation, and 
death. The founding principle of this 
organization is to save these animals lives, 
specifically be means of not euthanizing 
the animals that they rescue. The founders 
of Heaven Can Wait created this 
organization to “stop the senseless killing of 
dogs and cats,” according to hcws.org. 
This objective is achieved every day by 
HCWS. Based on the organization’s 
website, the people I’ve interreacted with, 
and my personal experience, it is blatantly 
clear that animals are being treated with 
the care and respect they deserve. 
Community Service Paradigm
This organization, based on Keith 
Morton’s The Irony of Service, would be 
considered the project portion of the 
service continuum as there is a constant 
conversation regarding the causes of why 
so many animals ending up either on the 
streets or in a shelter. The organization does 
their part to help the animals that lost the 
privilege of a home and a loving family. 
There is not enough large-scale change to 
be considered social change, but there are 
active efforts being made in Las Vegas to 
fix the many issues involved with animal 
abuse. 
Animal Care Awareness
Animal homelessness and unnecessary euthanasian are all too 
common, in Las Vegas and in the world. There are countless reasons that 
people surrender their pets, and there are countless studies into the 
specifics of why animals around the world were surrendered or 
abandoned. There are, however, indicators of a higher likelihood of being 
abandoned, euthanized, or surrendered, which is a topic that should be 
publicly addressed and discussed.  
Current and Ideal State of 
Animal Awareness
Currently, euthanasian is unpopularly used 
as a way to clear space in shelters. In Australia, 
there are about 140,000 cats and dogs being 
killed every year (Arbe Montoya, Rand, Greer, 
Alberthsen, Vankan, 2017). These animals don’t 
have a home or a family to return to, and if no 
one wants them, they are euthanized. The only 
socially accepted way that an animal may be 
euthanized is if it is diseased, older, injured, or a 
combination of these. The main reason for 
relinquishing a pet for euthanasian is due to 
disease and old age, with varying percentages 
between 25.8 and 54 percent, depending on 
the source (Lambert et al, 2015). This is followed 
by disease only, geriatric only, behavioral 
problems, and injury. Not only is it important o 
note the reasons dogs are often put down, but 
its necessary to mention that the source from 
which the dog or cat is acquired is just as 
influence to the outcome of their life (Arbe
Montoya, 2017).  
Ideally, everyone who owns an animal and 
who is thinking of getting a pet should know 
how to care for it properly, and if not, they can 
be educated for a small price. Ideally, there 
would be no worry about whether the dog you 
adopt out to a loving family is going to come 
back to you within a month because the family 
wasn’t prepared for a dog. The common 
ignorance of the public is to the fact that 
taking on the responsibility of an animal is the 
near equivalent of the responsibility of a child. 
The time, money, and energy necessary to 
make that animal’s life the best it can be are 
immense, and many people have the ability to 
take that responsibility. Other people want an 
animal so bad they overlook what they know: 
they just won’t be able to do it and keep up 
their own life tasks. Unfortunately, not everyone 
is aware of what an animal needs. 
Analyzing Animal Awareness
Heaven Can Wait has made that their goal 
though. With every adoption, they make sure 
the animal is going to a home with proper 
supervision and space. Every dog is different, 
and every dog needs a different kind of home 
and family, so finding that home and 
educating the family about the dog or cat’s 
needs upfront is what we do. Although only 
dealing with the adoption events is just a small 
piece compared to trying to fight the legal side 
of things, partaking in the groundwork of 
making society more aware is change enough 
for now. In the future, as the public becomes 
more aware, our social issue of animal 
homelessness and mistreatment will naturally 
decrease.
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My Experience
During my time volunteering at the adoption 
events, I spent the bulk of my time talking to potential 
owners, telling them all about the dogs’ characteristics 
and skills. When there was not someone to talk to, I 
would talk to the other volunteers and the coordinator, 
from whom I learned about the detailed backstories of 
these dogs and the events that led up to them ending 
up in Heaven Can Wait’s care. Through all those 
stories, I was able to get a bigger picture of the severity 
of the issue of animal mistreatment. Proper animal care 
is not difficult, but it does take forethought, time, and 
money. Above all else, that fact is what people don’t 
seem to understand: a pet is just as much of an 
investment as a human child is. Being a responsible 
and caring pet owner takes just as much planning and 
dedication as being a parent. This is why I am invested 
in the success of Heaven Can Wait. I plan to continue 
meeting these dogs, learning their stories, and sharing 
their stories in an effort to awaken the public, even just 
one person at a time, about the cruelties of the world 
and the need for responsible, caring owners. 
Going into my volunteering hours initially, I was 
shocked by how much I thought I knew about the 
animal homelessness issue, especially in Las Vegas. I 
appreciated learning about all the animals in the 
program and having in-depth discussions about the 
instances of severe animal maltreatment that make it 
to the headlines. When sharing the stories of these 
dogs, people have teared up and asked me how I can 
stand to do this, and all I can say is that I am doing 
what I can to help. As emotional as these histories are, I 
can only stay strong and keep trying to get these dogs 
new, loving homes. 
Change
My hours are not making a huge impact on HCWS, 
but my time is making an impact on me. I might only be 
talking to potential owners or walking the dogs around the 
building or setting up a crate when I volunteer, which 
would be done by someone else if I wasn’t there. So, 
even though I am not changing the organization in any 
special way, these small tasks are humbling me and 
making my realize that someone always has to the work, 
no matter how small or large. Even if it wasn’t me selling 
the sad stories and the amazing personalities of these 
dogs to their maybe-future-home, someone would have 
to, which is why I am grateful that I get this opportunity. 
Before this past semester, I have always been neutral 
about community service and volunteering, but it was 
simply because I hadn’t found a cause that I was 
personally interested in. As much as I acknowledge that 
poverty, hunger, and politics are pressing issues, they 
don’t affect my life on a daily basis, but the living 
conditions of animals has had an effect on me. My family 
history with pets as well as my experiences with 
particularly fragile animals have led me to seek out why 
people could ever withhold love or resources from an 
animal. 
